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June 2026 Bulletin

Department President Kyrese’s Message, 
 

The end of my year is quickly approaching but still remains very busy in the next 
few months.  Here are the highlights of my busy month: 

• Convention planning with the convention chairs 
• Presided over our last DEC before convention at Post 226 
• Attended a wonderful Americanism ceremony at Post 109 
• Attended District 7’s meeting in Funkstown 

I really enjoyed our National President, Pam Ray’s visit here. We picked her up at 
BWI and dropped off toiletries to the USO and Madame President Pam took a tour. 
We had a wonderful lunch in Baltimore before heading to Ft. McHenry where 
Madame President participated in lowering the big flag and raising a new flag herself. 
We took a brief tour of Ft. McHenry before we went to have crab cakes for dinner.  

On Thursday, we headed to the Naval Academy where we met up with 
Department Commander Nikki Randolph and the National First Vice Commander 
from Nebraska, Jerry Landkamer.  We watched the awesome color parade and 
enjoyed a wonderful lunch. Madame President, Nikki and I had the wonderful 
opportunity to present awards to the outstanding cadets at the academy. We enjoyed a 
wonderful dinner at G & M Restaurant where Jerry and Nikki  joined us.  

On Friday we took a wonderful tour of McVets, had a spectacular lunch at 
Dorchester 91. The sweet potato biscuits were so good that we all took doggy bags to 
go! The day ended with a beautiful banquet hosted by 136 Greenbelt. Madame 
President talked about her Mission Driven; Family Focused theme and her Project of 
the Spirit of Youth Award. It was very inspirational.  

My President’s project, Girl’s State, topped off the night with a beautiful 
presentation of its mission.  

On Saturday, Madame President visited Peace Cross before making it safely to 
D.C. Thank you so much to Rocky Berry, our Distinguished Guest Chairman, and 
Past National President Linda Newsome who made sure the National President’s visit 



went very smoothly. Also, Laura Miller, Sandi Dutton and Sharon Holter made the 
banquet a huge success! I received many compliments on how well planned it was. 
Oh, but my weekend was not over! I drove to Sharpsburg on Saturday morning to 
participate in a wreath laying ceremony and parade with the Department Commander, 
Nikki Randolph and the Detachment Commander, Jason Miller. I was riding in a 
$170,000 Corvette! On Sunday we drove to Boonsboro and participated in their 
parade as well. 
       We have some upcoming events in June that I am hoping you will attend: The 
Southern Maryland Region Department Officer’s Reception, The Junior’s Meeting, 
and of course the Department Convention in July. 
 WE ARE STILL EXCEPTING DONATIONS FOR GIRLS STATE SO 
REACH DEEP IN THOSE POCKETS. 
 
Kyrese Johnson 
President, Department of Maryland 
American Legion Auxiliary 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 LET US KNOW HOW YOU WILL BE CELEBRATING THE  
 

250th  BIRTHDAY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
 

 LET’S SEE WHO HAS THE BEST SO SEND PICTURES.



Chaplain’s Bulletin Report 
 
Healing prayers for Marilyn Hembrock, Mayvee Smith, Cindy Shriner, and Sandy 
Seipp. 
June is the month of the Summer Solstice, aka the first day of summer.  Let us 
pray: As summer begins once again, we look forward to all You will accomplish in 
and through us during these summer months.  Amen 
June also brings us Father’s Day.  To all the Fathers, especially those who cannot 
be home, we pray: God, our Father Bless those that they may find strength as 
fathers. Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. Grant that we may 
honor them always with a spirit of profound respect.  Amen 
 

 
 
 
Paula Grimes, Chaplain 
American Legion Auxiliary Department of Maryland



AMERICANISM BULLETINS          

 
Hello all, 

 
I haven’t heard from any Unit what their Post family will be doing to celebrate the 250th birthday!!  

Are you decorating your post?  Are you going to have a party?  If so, are you inviting your community?  I 
receive many e-mails from National asking what the American legion Families in my state will be doing to 
celebrate.  Please e-mail me with your plans. 

 
By the time you receive this newsletter, you would have already mailed me your Americanism 

report.  Good luck to everyone.  I’m looking forward to receiving them.  I will be reading them all.   
I have not received any “Adult Americanism” essays.  It’s not too late to write one.  The deadline is June 
30th.  The title is the same as the children.  “Celebrating America’s 250th Birthday and the Veterans Who 
Fought for Our Freedom”.  Word count is 450 to 500 words.  Any questions, please e-mail me. 
 
God Bless our COUNTRY, our AMERICAN FLAG, our VETERANS and their FAMILIES and God Bless 
all of YOU! 
 
Linda Sarkisian  Dept. Americanism Chairman  Nola Willis  Dept. Americanism Vice Chairman 
lindasarkisian@yahoo.com--301/602-5276  nolawillis@atlanticbb.net--(C) 410/490-3625 
 
 
    

 
                     

mailto:lindasarkisian@yahoo.com--301/602-5276
mailto:nolawillis@atlanticbb.net--(C)


AEF  BULLETIN 2026 
 
 
National AEF Highlights 
 
FY 2025–2026: June 1, 2025 – May 31, 2026 
 

• Amount Raised as of 2/28/2026: $188,900 
 
• National Goal: $400,000 

 
Thank you to everyone who supported and contributed donations to the Auxiliary 

Emergency Fund (AEF). Because of your generosity, the Department of Maryland has 
submitted over $9,500 in donations to National Headquarters. 

  
Although the fiscal year ended April 31, 2026, donations may still be submitted. The need 

for assistance continues to rise, and your continued support helps us carry out our mission of 
members helping members through times of hardship and crisis. 

 
Every contribution makes a difference. Thank you for supporting AEF! 

 
To donate online, simply click the link below or text “AEF” to 1-844-940-3450. 

 
 

https://donate.legon-aux.org/CSiDonate/Give.aspx/QOIMDNR#4c 
 
 
 

Linda P.K. Green 
AEF Chairperson 
ALA Dept. of Maryland 
greenlpk@msn.com 

(202) 425-7414 

      

https://donate.legon-aux.org/CSiDonate/Give.aspx/QOIMDNR#4c
mailto:greenlpk@msn.com
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C&Y 2026 REPORT 

The Children and Youth Program and The Military Kids Program 

Auxiliary Ladies, we made it!!!!! MADE WHAT?? 

The American Legion Family, as a united front, Family First, Women United, 
Community and Children HAVE raised $5,000.00 for our Children and Youth and 
the Military Kids of the Southern Maryland at the Patuxent River Naval Air Station 
base. 

This year the ALA Department of Maryland, Inc., Children and Youth program 
would like to express our sincere gratitude to all the wonderful Units of the 
Department of Maryland who gave donations of numerous denominations.   

Congratulations to all the Unit Children and Youth representatives for your support 
and donations. 

We continue to encourage each unit member who participated and help to provide 
funds for Our Military Kids during the 2025-26 year of the Children and Youth 
Project.  The funds will be distributed to some of these activities: 

1. Military Kids Day 
2. Children of Combat-Injured Veterans 
3. The Month of the Military Child is April 
4. Operation Purple Camp National Family Association 
5. Summer Camp Activities 

  
Thank you all and we appreciate your support! 

Wendy Rice-Morton, Chairman 

Laura Miller, Vice-Chairman                             Sherry Pope, Junior Vice-Chairman 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 
 

 
                                                         

One more month and it'll be time for our convention. I like to Thank 
everyone for all the hard work that you and your units have done this year for 
community service. 

June is a busy month for the following: 

PTSD-Post Traumatic Stress Disorder: PTSD Awareness Day is June 27, 2026. 
The purpose is to shine a light on the "invisible wound" of trauma encouraging 
survivors to seek help and educate the public on symptoms like flashback, 
anxiety and avoidance. 

To help raise awareness and ideas go to PTSD.va.gov 

Mental Health is also for the month of June. Help with awareness of cancer, 
heart disease, diabetes, and mental health. Encourage blood pressure 
check/reading, prostate exam and cholesterol checks. 

Safety for the month of June; focus on reducing leading causes of injury and 
death. Workplace safety, mental health, and reducing hazards. 

 
Joyce "Jaye" Cooper Chrm Jaye0713@gmail.com 

443-590-7114 
 

Debbie Heredia Vice Chrm debbieheredia@comcast.net  

1-706-834-7500 

mailto:Jaye0713@gmail.com
mailto:debbieheredia@comcast.net
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CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS 2026 REPORT 
 
Resolutions are due to the office no later than June 20. Instructions were printed in the last 
bulletin and in an eblast issued by Convention Resolutions Chairman, Bonnie Lamson.  We stand 
ready to help anyone who needs it.  Just call, email or text. 
 
Rusty Beeg, C&B Chairman 
301-602-7214  or rbeeg5908@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
CONVENTION 2026 REPORT 
 
I have convention raffle tickets and anyone who wants them to sale please send me an email at 
altamarieglotfelty@gmail.com or call me at 301-334-1604.  I will see that they get them.  They 
are $1 each and winners will be drawn at the convention on Thursday.   

Sandi Dutton 
Convention 
Chairman 301-613-
7807 

Alta Glotfelty 
Convention Vice 
Chairman 

 

mailto:rbeeg5908@gmail.com
mailto:altamarieglotfelty@gmail.com
https://ijlsi.com/rule-of-law-in-india/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


'. 
 

CONVENTION HAT CONTEST 
 

May 26, 2026 

Department Convention Poppy Hat Competition Guidelines 

Get ready for the fun and creativity of our Department Convention Poppy Hat Competition at 
convention in July 2026! We invite every Unit to bring a beautifully decorated hat to display and 
proudly parade on stage. 

Competition Guidelines 

• One entry per Unit 
• Please place the following information on a sheet of paper inside the hat: 

• Name 
• District Number 
• Unit Number 
• Address 
• Phone Number 
• Email Address 

• No identifying information may appear on the outside of the hat. Each entry will be assigned 
a number for judging purposes. 

Award Categories 

1st Place – Highest monetary donations collected 
2nd Place – Next highest monetary donations collected 
3rd Place – Most Creative Hat featuring the Department President’s Theme Candies 

Hat Submission Information 

Hat entries must be delivered to the Convention Registration Area (1st Floor of the 
Convention Hall) on Wednesday, July 15, 2026, for display. 

Please submit hats to Linda P.K. Green, Hat Competition Organizer. 
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Voting & Pick-Up 

• Voting will be conducted by members attending convention. 
• Hats may be picked up following the announcement of winners on Friday. 

We look forward to seeing your gorgeous, creative poppy hats on display! If you have questions, 
please feel free to reach out. 

Linda P.K. Green 
Convention Poppy Hat Coordinator 202-425-7414. greenlpk@msn.com 

   

 
 
 
CREATIVE ARTS 

 
We have THREE National winners from the Maryland VA hospitals going to the national 

festival!  There were also some national second place winners.  You can log on to this link to view 
all their presentations: https://app.smore.com/n/3wz6g 

Entries for the 2027 festival will open soon.  I will eblast the entry forms as soon as they are 
available.  In the meantime, alert any creative veterans you may know about this upcoming 
opportunity.  The deadline for entries will be June 24. 

The date of the Maryland festival is Saturday, September 12.   Think about coming to the 
State Fair this year to enjoy the offerings of our talented Maryland vets! 

  
Rusty Beeg, Chairman 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.lecrochetdargent.fr/en/flower-hat/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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GIRLS STATE REPORT - MAY 2026  

 

MARYLAND GIRLS STATE - SALISBURY UNIVERSITY JUNE 21-26, 2026 

alamdgs@gmail.com 

Become a senior counselor for Maryland Girls State! We are still looking for a few more 
senior counselors. You can have a direct impact on our decision makers of the future! You 
will have support of our staff and junior counselors to make a week that is memorable for 
you and our girls state citizens. If you are interested, contact Rocky Berry at 
alamdgs@gmail.com or call 301-928-2421.   
 
You are invited to our talent show and Graduation Show your support for our Maryland 
Girls State citizens! You can attend the talent show on the evening of June 25, and/or plan 
to join us for graduation on June 26, 2026. It is a lovely ceremony (60 to 90 minutes) 
starting at 2 pm. 
 
Shoe Drive Fundraiser This is a wonderful opportunity to raise funds for Girls State and 
gives shoes a second life by supporting micro-enterprise partners in developing nations. 
Maryland Girls State will be collecting gently worn and new shoes just as AEF did at fall 
conference. It is a great excuse to clean out the closet and give to a worthwhile program! 
Send your shoes with your candidates, counselors, or contact Rocky and we will arrange to 
pick them up. The deadline for collection is June 21 - send those shoes down to Girls State!  
 
Get those final items in! Check with your sponsored citizens to get those last items in. (i.e., 
some girls may need to complete a medical form) Your payment for your citizen ($345) is 
due by May 31! Perhaps you can spare a jar of change for our “Cash Challenge” or an extra 
donation to sponsor a citizen or the Maryland Girls State Program overall? Please stay 
connected with your girls and offer your support for their success!  

 

Finally, THANK YOU! We could not have this program without your continued support! 

mailto:alamdgs@gmail.com
mailto:alamdgs@gmail.com
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Reach out to Rocky Berry, Robyn Anzulis, or Kristen Barry if you would like more information! 

Rocky Berry (293), Director - alamdgs@gmail.com, 301-928-2421; 
Robyn Anzulis (191), Vice Director, Kristen Barry (191), 2nd Vice Director, 
Committee: Rusty Beeg (136), Joyce Cooper (19), Brianna Jackson (38), Stephanie 
Maceiko (136), Jennifer Murray (11), and Briana Washington-Yotko (293). 
 
 
 
LEADERSHIP  2026 REPORT 

 
UNIT MEMBER OF THE YEAR 

 
All entries for the Member of Year have been sent to the judges and have not been received 
back as of yet.  Good Luck to all of the entrants. 

Linda M. Newsome, Chairman 
Lindanewsomel 995@gmail.com 
 
 
  AND THE WINNER FOR MEMBER OF THE YEAR IS????????????? 

 

mailto:alamdgs@gmail.com
mailto:Lindanewsomel995@gmail.com
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LEGISLATIVE 2026 REPORT           
 
Greetings, Auxiliary Members,        

As we conclude another impactful month of advocacy and service, I would like to extend 
my sincere appreciation to each of each Auxiliaries steadfast dedication to the legislative 
priorities of The American Legion Family. Every email sent, phone call made, town hall 
attended, and discussion held with elected officials contributes to ensuring that veterans, 
military families, and our communities continue to receive the support they deserve. 

Advocacy is not solely about legislation; it is about serving as a voice for those who have 
served our nation and for the families who support them each day. Members throughout 
Maryland participated  in town halls, legislative forums, civic meetings, and community 
discussions. Each interaction with elected officials helps elevate awareness of the needs of 
veterans and military families. Your reports help demonstrate the exceptional work being 
carried out across the Department of Maryland. 

Remember to sign up for legislative alerts through the American Legion Auxiliary 
Legislative Action Center and stay informed on: 

• Federal legislation updates 
• Contact opportunities with elected officials 
• Issues impacting veterans and military families 
• Grassroots advocacy campaigns 

A few minutes dedicated to advocacy can have a meaningful and lasting impact. 

Thank you for your continued commitment to service, advocacy, and legislative action.  

In Service, 

LaTia Jones  

LaTia Jones 
Legislative Chair 2025-2026 
Department of Maryland 
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MEMBERSHIP JUNE 2026 REPORT 

 
Greetings Department of Maryland Sweet Treats;  
 

As of May 20, 2026, The Department of Maryland is in 1st place in the Eastern Division 
at 100.21% and 5th place in the Nation! Congratulations to all, we have reached out Goal of 
100%  and I am so proud of my Sweet Treats. So now our goal is 102% before Aug. 1, 2026.  
So lets get out there and rejoin / recruit / and reach out to all that have not paid their dues. 
Come on Sweet Treats, I know we can do it if we work together.  Unit Membership Chairman, 
if your Unit needs any assistance, please contact your District President or me so we can help 
you achieve your Goal.  

A “Big Shout Out To District 2”. You all carried that number one position all the way!!!  
At this point, I salute all the Units for a job well done but let’s continue to reach our next Goal. 
Team work makes the dream work!  
 Don’t forget to let me know what you are doing to bring in the Membership.  
As stated before, we couldn't have done this without the outstanding job of all the Unit 
Membership Chairmen. To the other Units who haven’t made it yet, you still have time.  
Please, check the National Web page so you all can see the stats from the other Divisions that 
come out every Wednesday. This page is for Membership Only!!!!!  
 
“Be Blessed and Stay Safe!  
Patricia “Pat” Walker - Department Membership Chairman 
 

MUSIC JUNE 2026 REPORT                   
 
As summer is arriving soon, we not only welcome the sunshine and longer days, but we also 
take a moment to reflect on the year coming to a close. It’s a time to pause, look back with 
gratitude, and celebrate the harmony we’ve created together. 
 
Thank you again President Kyrese Johnson for bringing Music back. Music has accompanied 
us throughout this year bringing  joy and inspiration in support of our mission. 
 
As we close out this year, I hope you carry the melodies of kindness, hope, and service into the 
months ahead. May you head into summer with a song in your heart and excitement for the year 
yet to come. Thank you for having music as part of our journey and for making every note 
meaningful. 
 
Brianna Jackson 
Music Chair, ALA Dept of MD 
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NATIONAL SECURITY JUNE 2026 REPORT 
 

ALA Department of Maryland National Security Chairman Report 
Bulletin: June 2026 

 
A special thanks to all Units that submitted their Department National Security Year-
End reports. Other Units that did not submit National Security reports, please feel free 
to reach out to us to assist your Unit in 2026-2027. The ALA National Security June, 
July, & August Calendar of Events will help you begin planning for the first quarter of 
the year, all are available on the ALAMD National Security Facebook page. 
 
Coupons for Overseas Commissary’s: There are 4 overseas Commissary bases seeking 
coupons. Coupons are good for an additional 6 months past the expiration date at all 
overseas locations. Please separate coupons by food and non-food coupons. Shipping 
Customs: HS Code for coupons: 4911.10 
 

1. Atsugi Air Force 
Base Ayase, 
Kanagawa, Japan 
Defense Commissary 
Agency Atsugi NAF 
PSC 477 Box 24 
FPO AP 96306 

2. Camp Zama Army 
Base Kanagawa 
Prefecture, Japan 
DEPARTMENT OF 
THE ARMY 
Camp Zama 
Commissary 3516 
DECA ZAMA 
ATTN: Coupons 
OPC 705 BOX 32 

3. Kadena Air Force Base, Okinawa,         
Japan 

Kadena 
Commissary 
OPC 80 Unit 
5116 
APO AP 96367-5116 

4. Yokota Air Force Base, 
Tokyo, Japan 

DeCA Yokota AB 
Commissary PSC 78 
Box 5088 
APO AP, 96326 
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• June is National Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) Awareness Month 
and June 27th is PTSD Awareness Day. All wounds are not visible. Let’s show 
our support to our service members returning home. 

• Honor our military service members currently serving our country. June 14th is the 
United States Army 251st Birthday and June 23rd is the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
87th Birthday. Check out other events on the June 2026 National Security 
Calendar. 

 
• ALA Dept of Maryland National Security has a Yellow Ribbon Pins fundraiser 

for 
• $2 a pin. Yellow Ribbon pins are available in the ALA Dept of MD office and 

the ALA Dept of MD National Security Chairman. 
• Do you wear your R.E.D. Shirt on Friday’s? R.E.D. – Remember Everyone 

Deployed, let’s show our support for our Service Members deployed away from 
home. Show us your photos on 

• Friday wearing your RED Shirt on our ALAMD National Security Facebook 
page. 

 
Please join our Department of Maryland National Security Facebook group page: 
ALAMD National Security. Post information on upcoming events and programs 
supporting active duty, please share your Units/Post Family National Security activities 
with photos of branded members. 

In the Spirit of Service, Not Self, 

Mayvee Smith, Chairman           Ethel Leffingwell, Vice Chairman 
MsMayvee@gmail.com 
703-929-2334 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:MsMayvee@gmail.com
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PARLIMENTARIAN REPORT – MAY 2026 
 
It has been an honor serve as your elected Parliamentarian these past two yeara. I have 
learned, 
and continue to learn, the governing documents of our organization. Thanks to those who 
have 
helped me along the way. The Rules Committee has been working diligently updating the 
Rule 
Book, and we hope to get it distributed to the members during this 2026-2027 year. Please 
continue to bear with us as we put the final touches together. 
Thank you for all you do to make Maryland shine! 
Linda L. Green 
Parliamentarian 
 
 
PAST PRESIDENTS PROJECT - MAY 2026 REPORT 
 
OPERATION SECOND CHANCE 

The Past Presidents Parley Project for this year. 
Please support this worthy cause. Cindy McGraw 
is the founder and CEO with 20 yrs. 
of dedicated service to all Military Branches. 
Dedicated to assisting our wounded, injured and ill 
veterans and working hard to fill in the gaps when 
funding is needed. 
Thanks to all that donated, we have collected 
almost $2000., so please keep donating to make 
this mark.  Thanks again. 

                      Operationsecondchance.org 
Go on line and check this out, it is very interesting. 
 
Joanne Weis 
410-200-5640 
chickiejo@hughes.net 

mailto:chickiejo@hughes.net
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Poppy Report - June Bulletin 2026 
Hello to all my Sugar-Coated Poppy’s 
 

Thanks to every unit that sent in their Poppy Reports.  We received over 50 report and that 
was excellent. And boy, were they hard to judge, according to my judges. On all that were sent, 
there were a lot of great ideas to spread throughout our Districts to help with more funds  for the 
Poppy Program.  I wish all Good Luck, and you will find out on Thurs of the Convention who  
the winners are. 

A BIG thanks to our Little Miss Poppy’s for all their great work with the poppies.  You 
girls made our State look so good with all the things you do for our Veterans, their families and 
Honor Flights.  National and I are so proud of you. 

We are still taking  poppy orders and obligations so please continue to order 
 
POPPY ORDERS & PERCENTAGE (%) – UNITS STILL NEEDED: 
16 – 38 – 41 – 55 – 87 – 93 – 123 – 132 – 145 – 148 – 193 – 218 – 220 – 227 – 233 – 235 – 238 
243 – 263 – 293 – 295 
 
PAID % - STILL NEED TO ORDER POPPY’S: 
189 
 
PAID FOR POPPY’S – STILL NEED TO PAY %: 
86 

Let’s continue all the good work you have been doing for the Poppy Program.  Remember 
Poppy’s are all year long.  I have attached a poppy order form at end of bulletin. 

God Bless our Troops abroad and at home, their families and all of you, 
           “Dare to make a difference” 

Suzzette Reid 
Dept Poppy Chairman 
410-242-9519 
 
Chris McKay 
Dept Poppy Vice 
Chairman 
443-994-940
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VETERANS AFFAIRS AND REHABILITATION (VA&R)- JUNE 2026 
 
Thank you to all the Units that completed reports. Whether you did a lot, or just a little, every bit of 
information that we receive helps build future programs, provide ideas for what works and what 
doesn’t. and gives us information to tell our legislators why these programs are important to our 
veterans, active-duty military and their families.  
 
We still have much more to do! Using your report, determine what worked and what didn’t. Was 
there a way that your Unit could have enhanced a project? Could you expand a program to include a 
larger group – including a larger number of veterans or having the public become involved.  
 
Use your time at Convention to ask other Units what works for them. Are there ideas that would 
work regionally with multiple Units. This year’s President’s Project is a good example. Our Unit 
members brought in bags of shoes, and some were in very good condition. We pulled these shoes and 
took them to our local shelter, and we still had enough shoes to fill multiple bags of shoes for the 
project. Don’t be afraid to ask that Unit that consistently wins - “What’s your secret?” 
 
Do you have members who are caring for elderly parents or a spouse?  Are there opportunities for 
your Unit to have weekend events – dinners, bingo, card games – that older members could enjoy 
allowing their caretakers a few hours to themselves.  
 
It’s America’s 250th Anniversary. Come up with ideas to honor our veterans and have a great time.  
Begin collecting your veterans stories and put them into a binder for future members to read.  
 
Our Veterans lost a very good friend this year when Brenda Francis passed away.  Brenda worked 
very hard on programs in Western Maryland, always looking for new ideas. I asked her if there was 
one thing she would want to see done, her answer was “More programs and services for female 
veterans.”  Brenda believed in what she was doing. She was always coming up with new ideas and 
projects. We need to follow her example and go the extra mile.  
 
I have a new email. If you have ideas you would like to see featured or a question to ask, please 
email me at Joyce.Baki@yahoo.com.   
 
Have a safe and happy Memorial Day! 
Joyce Baki 
410-449-9515 
Joyce.Baki@yahoo.com 
Have a safe and happy Memorial Day! 
                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Joyce.Baki@yahoo.com
mailto:Joyce.Baki@yahoo.com
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Martinsburg VA Hospital 
 
Districts 7 & 8 continue to support the Martinsburg  VA Hospital needs in every way. 
Monthly bingo is sponsored by Units and managed by the VAVS Representative. Donations from 
Units in District 8 provide the Canteen Books as prizes and a treat bag each month to each veteran. 
 
Hospital needs at this time are body lotion, body wash and men’s boxers, sizes large and up. 
 
The Food Pantry for Veterans is always in need of wheat pastas, Sugar Free Fruit Cups and low salt 
canned items. 
 
The Women’s Boutique is switching over from fall /winter to summer items. Needed items are 
summer pj’s. 
 
The West Mar House continues to provide a “home away from home” for families of critically ill 
Veterans for $10 a night.  Auxiliary volunteers continue to update supplies in the house. 
 
Many hours are spent helping at the hospital, and many trips taken when items are needed for the 
veterans. 
 
Diane Lowe 
VAVS Representative Martinsburg VA 
                               
                                                                      

           
 
 
 
 
 

          

http://www.flickr.com/photos/donkeyhotey/5789851635/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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 VAVS - Washington DC VA Medical Center 
 

The medical center is still undergoing new and improved staffing/program changes. Although 
frustrating to the many volunteers, change is good! Since COVID, the staff continues with bingo 
parties and games with the help of our support donating snacks, prizes, and canteen books. 

The Christmas Gift Shop was held enabling Veterans a little Christmas Cheer, along with Winter 
Haven held inside this year. The Annual Baby Shower was held inside as well with staff 
monitoring with limited volunteers. Donations of hats, scarfs, ear and hand warmers, toiletries, 
puzzle books, and women’s winter coats were donated to Winter Haven. The Southern Maryland 
District 5 donated $250.00 to the Women‘s Health Center for the baby shower. 
These donations and, I’m sure, many others by Units and volunteers were shared and greatly 
appreciated by our Veterans. 

The VAVS Representative and Deputy Representative continues to attend the quarterly VAVS 
Committee Meetings – still being held virtually. Recently, they have opened up to being held in 
person as well as virtual. Updates are forwarded to the Department Veterans Affairs and 
Rehabilitation Chairman for sharing with the District Representatives and members.  For the past 
several months, donations to the medical center are submitted electronically. Unit, Districts, and 
Department can contact the Representatives if the website is needed to make a donation and, of 
course, it has been noted in the bulletins.  Other donations are coordinated through the Center for 
Development & Civic Engagement (formally Volunteer Services) and dropped off in the Building 
6 area. A copy of the donation form must be attached to your donation to ensure proper credit to 
your Unit, District and Department. 

As always, many thanks to the Units, members and friends for their continued generosity and 
loving kindness to the Veterans in the medical center and within the State of Maryland. 

 
In Service, Not Self for God and Country, 

 
Linda L. Green                         Melinda Speight 
VAVS Representative             Deputy VAVS Representative 

 
 
 
 
 
Pat is still in need of the following for anyone that is interested in taking on these Chairman / 
Representative positions for the Dept of MD 
Various District Representatives (REPS) for a lot of Chairs (you would be a rep for your District) 
Chairman and Vice Chairman for Dept Chairmanships (examples:  Americanism, Education, 
Leadership, etc..)  
Check with Pat to see what is available  



'. 
 

A BIG THANK YOU FROM MARILYN HEMBROC 
 I am in Fahrney Keedy Nursing Home for physical therapy, and they are getting me strong enough 
to go home. I hope I will be out of here by the end of May. They have a great program here and I am 
getting stronger every day. I have been overwhelmed at the number of units and individuals that have 
sent me cards and messages for healing. I am so grateful for their messages and prayers. I feel really 
blessed to be a part of such a wonderful and caring organization as the ALA. Thank you to all of 
them. Bless all that you do.  
 
Blessings, 
Marilyn 
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